STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

NOTICE TO ALL FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS
IMPORTANT--PLEASE READ

Effective January 1, 1997, the maximum excess sheiter
deduction has been increased from $247.00 to $250.00
because of a change in Federal Food Stamp laws.

Because of this change in the shelter deduction, the amount
of Food Stamps you will get may be more.

The amount you get depends on your household status. If
you got a notice that other changes to your benefits are
taking place in January, this change is in addition to those
changes.

If you think we made a mistake in figuring your January
allotment because of the shelter deduction change, you
may ask for a state hearing, within 90 days of when you

got this letter by writing to:

or by calling toll free: 1-800-952-5253. If you are deaf and
use TDD, call 1-800-952-8349. When you ask for a
hearing, you must tell us why you think we made a mistake.

You can speak for yourself at the state hearing. You can
have a friend, attorney or other person speak for you, but
YOU must get these people to help you. You may ask for
free legal aid at a legal aid office in your area.
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